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SUBJ: COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY 

BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED 

1. ON I SEPTEMBER LOCAL TELEVISION STATION CHANNEL 4 OPERATED 

BY LEPTIST DOMINATED TELECOMMUNICATIONS WORKERS UNION DENOUNCED 
"IMPERIALIST " INTERVENTION OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE GULF 
TEXACO OIL CONSORTIUM IN THE ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW PRESIDENT 
GENERAL RODRIGUEZ LARA. 

2. IN A MUCH PUBLICIZED SPEECH PEDRO SAAD, SECGEN OP ECUADORIAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY SPOKE ON CHANNEL 4 TV LIVE PROGRAM ENTITLED, 

"THE COMMUNIST PARTY OP ECUADOR SPEAKS." SAAD'S SPEECH WAS ENTITLED 
"THE ECUADORIAN COMMUNIST PARTY AND RECENT EVENTS." THE SPEECH 
WAS ALSO CARRIED OVER THE RADIO CRISTAL NETWORK. SAAD WAS PLANKED 
BY OTHERS - PRESUMED TO BE PARTY PUNCTIONARIES - WHO DID NOT SPEAK. 

3. SAAD SAID (I) THE THE COUP WAS CAUSED BY IMPERIALIST (MEANING U.S.) 

AND REACTIONARY FORCES, MENTIONING SPECIPICALLY THE CHAMBERS OP 
COMMERCE AND TEXACO/GULF CONSORTIUM, (2) THE PACT THE GEN. GONZALEZ 
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Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


COUNTRIES IN THE COUP ATTEMPT (3) THE CPE WAS THE FIRST TO DENOUNCE 
THE COUP ATTEMPT, (4) THE EVENT AND THOSE WHO BACKED IT SHOWS 
CLEARLY WHO IS EXPLOITING THE PEOPLE, (5) THE EXPLOITERS ARE BEHIND 
THE SHORTAGE OE MILK AND RUMORS OE A STRIKE BY THE RETAILERS 
(MUCH APPLAUSE BY STUDIO AUDIENCE). 

4. SAAD SPOKE GLOWINGLY THE THE WORLD SOCIALIST MOVEMENT AS LED 
BY THE "GLORIOUS SOVIET UNION, AND HE URGED NATIONALIZATION 
OE THE ELECTRIC AND CEMENT INDUSTRIES, COOPERATION WITH THE USSR 
ON EISHING MATTERS AND DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA, 

NORTH VIETNAM AND CUBA. SAAD ALSO URGED THE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE 
STRONG MEASURES TO PUNISH THE PERPETRATORS OF THE COUP. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

COMMENT: CHANNEL 4 IS NOT A POPULAR STATION BUT WITH THE COMBINED 
RADIO AND TV IT REACHED A SIZEABLE AUDIENCE. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT 
THE CPE HOPES TO GAIN INELUENCE IN ANY NEW GOVERNMENT CREATED BY 
RODRIGUEZ. COMMENTS ON LOCAL SUPPLY CONDITIONS WERE DESIGNED TO 
ELICIT LOCAL SUPPORT AMONG LOWER INCOME FAMILIES WHO THOUGH 
NOT OWNING TV SETS WOULD BE ABLE TO HEAR THE COMMENTS OVER THE RADIO. 

BISHTON 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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